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S U M M A R Y 
We awarded £42,265 to 178 applicants. Not only is that amount more than ever 
before but it’s also £10,000 more than the previous year. However, it’s still far, far less 
than we were asked for. Most awards were for fees but we also awarded £1,141 for 
books through a donation from the Charities Advisory Trust. Forty-one dictionaries 
were also kindly donated and distributed by the Oxford University Press. 
 

We supported applicants from 42 countries, the vast majority refugees and 
asylum seekers, living across England, Northern Ireland, Wales and Scotland on a 
wide range of courses, ranging from basic ESOL to degrees and registration with 
professional bodies. 
 

This year, the Trust celebrated our 33rd anniversary and marked the retirement of 
Sheila Rosenberg OBE as Chair (with a memorable party that raised over £6,000). 
The new chair is Mary Simpson and Sheila continues to be actively involved as 
President. 

 
Mary Simpson (left) Trust Chair, with Sheila Rosenberg OBE, President, 

at the TES FE Awards ceremony 
 

As ever, thanks to our very generous supporters we raised over £50,000. We 
were delighted to be chosen as the nominated Charity for the Times Educational 
Supplement Further Education (TES FE) awards. Beneficiary Naima Isgow gave a 
moving address explaining how a grant from the Trust had led to a degree and work 
as a pharmacist. 
 

Over 98% of the money raised went directly to our deserving applicants. A fact 
that makes us most grateful to all those who provided sponsorship, or who cover 
administrative costs and/or give their services free. 
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A P P L I C A N T S   W E   S U P P O R T E D 
 

 
A Sri Lankan refugee says: “I can’t thank you enough for your grant 

for my course in Dance Movement Psychotherapy at Morley College” 

During 2016-17, our 178 successful applicants were again from countries 
reflecting the world’s troubled areas with Sudan (12%), Syria and Eritrea (both 
10.5%), Albania (5.5%), Iran and Pakistan (both 5%), the 5 main countries. 
Approximately 80% of successful applicants were refugees or asylum seekers. 
 
Successful applicants came from across the United Kingdom with the 
largest number coming from the North of England (34%), followed by the 
London area (23%), Northern Ireland (15%), and the Midlands (10%). There 
were 10 successful applications from Wales (6%) and 5 (3%) from Scotland. 
Most successful applicants were over 25 years old. 59% of grants were 
awarded to men. 
 
 
A W A R D S   A N D   C O U R S E S 
 
We received around 500 applications for support and were asked for over 
£800,000 in total, far more than we were able to award. We awarded a record 
£42,265 and over £10,000 more than in the previous year. This figure includes 
cheques awarded but not yet cashed which do not show in the accounts. Our 
top priority remains unchanged: to provide support for course, examination 
and registration fees, including membership of professional organisations. 
 
Our beneficiaries were taking courses ranging from basic ESOL to degrees. 
They were aiming for qualifications in subjects such as computing, beauty 
therapy, accounting, interpreting and ESOL teaching and certificates in 
Security and Door Supervision. 15 awards went to applicants studying 
medicine, pharmacy and dentistry as well as for General Medical Council 
registration. 
 
Support for English language qualifications remains a major part of the Trust’s 
work. 68 grants went to support English language courses from basic ESOL to 
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Level 2 and 17 for IELTS (International English Language Test System), the 
pre-requisite English qualification to enter many university courses or re-
qualify in medicine. 
 
We give Rose Grant Awards for academic excellence and strong commitment 
to the community or to human rights. This year, it went to a Polish student 
studying medicine at Dundee University. 
 
In addition to awards for fees, there was one grant to a disabled applicant for 
travel. Thanks to the Charities Advisory Trust’s generous grant, we were also 
able to award £1,141 in book tokens for essential textbooks, as well 41 
English dictionaries donated and sent out by Oxford University Press. 
 
 
F I N A N C E  
(see accounts) 
 
While the Trust ended the year with a healthy balance, we’re all well 
aware that, given the overwhelming demand from deserving applicants, these 
funds will soon disappear. In line with our current reserves policy we keep 
between £10,000 and £18,000 in reserve, enough to cover grants for about 6 
months. 
 
Our costs (covering our PO Box, website and Data Commissioner as well as 
fundraising events) were minimal, meaning that 98% of the money raised went 
directly to support applicants. We’re deeply indebted to our Patrons, Trustees, 
sponsors and volunteer helpers for their unstinting contributions in work, 
money and kind. 
 
And we’re very grateful to Mel Reizman who has taken over the examination 
of our accounts from Stewart Laitner. 
 
 
R A I S I N G   T H E   M O N E Y 
 
D O N A T I O N S 
 
During the past year, donations reached a record high. We were fortunate 
to benefit from a number of generous donations, particularly from the TES FE 
awards evening, the HE Robins Trust, Christine Brown solicitors, the Good 
Gifts Guide, the MSN Fund and many other supporters. 
 
And, as ever, heartfelt thanks to our regular donors. With amounts ranging 
from £10 - £300 annually, they provide an invaluable and secure source of 
income. Of course, it’s very helpful that many of our donors authorised us to 
claim Gift Aid. 
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The Times Educational Supplement/Further Education (TES FE) Awards 

 
Naima Isgow addresses the TES FE Awards Ceremony 

We were honoured to be chosen as last year’s nominated charity and to be 
invited to the Grosvenor House Hotel Awards Ceremony. Delighted thanks to 
all those who supported us so generously on the evening. 
 
Sheila Rosenberg spoke about the Trust’s work and beneficiary Naima Isgow, 
a refugee from Somalia, described how her career in pharmacy had been 
helped by our grant. She had learnt English in London colleges, then after 
being awarded a grant for IELTS fees, passed the examination and gained a 
place at university to study pharmacy. She’s graduated successfully and is 
waiting to pass one more examination before applying for work as a 
pharmacist. 
 
3 3   Y E A R S   P A R T Y 

 
Sheila Rosenberg, founding member of the Trust 

This year, we celebrated 33 years of the Trust and marked the retirement 
of Sheila Rosenberg OBE as Chair of the Trust. 100 enthusiastic supporters, 
including members of Ruth Hayman’s family, enjoyed an inspiring evening. It 
included Sheila’s overview of 33 years of the Trust, readings about Ruth 
Hayman by patron Janet Suzman DBE and tributes to Sheila from new Chair, 
Mary Simpson. Three beneficiaries spoke movingly about how the Trust had 
improved their lives and ESOL student fundraisers from City and Islington 
College spoke about the positive benefits of organising a successful fund-
raising event. An inspiring evening raised a resounding £6,412. 
 
Many thanks to Wordbright Ltd, the English Speaking Board and an 
anonymous donor for covering all expenses. 
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S T U D E N T   F U N D R A I S I N G 
 
We’re delighted to report that the Star Challenge to ESOL students and their 
teachers raised £2,590. Many grateful thanks to everybody who participated 
and to the English Speaking Board who sponsored the Ist, £200 and 2nd £100 
prizes. Even more grateful thanks to Trustee Elizabeth Knight who organised 
the Challenge. Derby College, who raised the magnificent sum of £437.55 
were the champions. Walsall Adult and Community College who raised £350 
were runners up. Derby College students voted to donate their prize to  
Clic Sargeant, a local charity that supports cancer sufferers and their families. 
Karen Robertson, ESOL tutor from Derby College commented, “The 
fundraising event has greatly helped improve the students’ skills and 
confidence.” 

 
Karen Robertson (middle) with two of the winning student fundraisers 

 
N A T E C L A   F U N D R A I S I N G   E V E N T S 
 
Thanks NATECLA members for your support at regional national meetings, 
conferences and fundraising events. Raffles and sales of goods raised over 
£800. Participation in these events raises the Trust’s profile by communicating 
our work to ESOL teachers across the UK. 

 

G I V E   AS   Y O U   L I V E  
www.giveasyoulive.com 
 
Thanks to everyone who used Give As You Live this year for the Trust. We’d 
like to expand use of this excellent scheme that allows donors to raise small 
amounts for their chosen charity when shopping or browsing on-line at 
absolutely no cost to themselves. 
 

http://www.giveasyoulive.com/
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M O N I T O R I N G   A N D   Q U A L I T Y   A S S U R A N C E 
 
We require applicants to show why they are unable to pay their fees or other 
costs themselves and to provide academic references showing the suitability 
of the course they’re planning to attend. With the notable exception of our 
Rose Grant award and travel for disabled applicants, Trust cheques are made 
out to the institution rather than the individual except where applicants can 
provide evidence that they have paid their fees since submitting an 
application. Members of the Grants Committee spend considerable time 
checking application forms, ensuring that course details are correct and 
references genuine. 
 
However, we are aware that in some cases, our awards are not used, and 
there are a large number of uncashed cheques. Many of these are from our 
January and March grants meetings, but we are also aware that there are still 
uncashed cheques from earlier awards. We telephoned a sample of those 
whose cheques, issued between May and November 2016, had not been 
cashed. The reasons given were that they had moved house, moved to 
another college, couldn’t find the rest of the money, hadn't received the 
cheque or want to use the grant in future when circumstances change. We’re 
mindful of the fact that many of our applicants face a number of challenges in 
their lives and that a very small minority may be unable to use our awards. 
 
V O L U N T E E R S 
 
Over 100 students, teachers and friends helped us by organizing fundraising 
events, selflessly offering free professional support and helping at functions. 
We’re particularly grateful to our Ambassadors in the regions: Barbara 
Jaquess in the North and Laura Plotnek and Jane Arstall in the Midlands, who 
have represented the Trust and raised money through sales of goods and 
raffles.  Also thanks to Kelly Jennings-Robinson who always finds time in her 
busy schedule to send out our newsletters and analyse response rates for us. 
 
P A T R O N S   A N D   T R U S T E E S 
 
T R U S T E E S: Sue Colquhoun, Steve Hewitt (Treasurer), Elizabeth Knight 
(until September 2016), James Lee, Lynette Murphy O’Dwyer, Gomathi 
Panchapagesan, Sheila Rosenberg OBE, (Chair until January 2017), Shabibi 
Shah, Mary Simpson (Chair from January 2017), Judith Smith, Jenny 
Wainman, Frances Weinreich (Hon. Sec.), Jane Wilson. 
 
Elizabeth Knight retired as trustee during the year. She made a huge 
contribution to the work of the Trust, managing student fundraising, 
volunteers, and keeping trustees informed about the Charity Commission.  
We will miss her greatly but are pleased she will continue to support us as a 
volunteer. 
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Thanks to Elizabeth Knight 

Sheila Rosenberg, retiring Chair, was a founding member of the Trust in 1983 

and has been tirelessly involved ever since. We’re delighted she will continue 
to be very actively involved as President. 
 
P A T R O N S: Sir Jeremy Isaacs, Lord Joffe, Tom Jupp OBE, Sue MacGregor 
CBE, The Hon. Adrianne Marks, Lord Bhikhu Parekh, Janet Suzman DBE. We 
were sad to learn of the death of our dedicated patron, Lord Joel Joffe, who 
died in June 2017. 
 
We offer thanks to all our Trustees, Patrons and Volunteers who devoted 
many unpaid hours to the Trust. 
 
I M P A C T   A S S E S S M E N T 
 
We know our awards change beneficiaries’ lives for the better. All successful 
applicants must acknowledge receipt of awards and these responses often 
include statements of how our award has helped them. We also receive 
separate letters and e-mail messages describing the difference an award has 
made to their lives. When applicants re-apply for support for a further course, 
achievements on previous courses are checked to see whether they show 
progress. We also receive letters from college tutors and student advisers 
recording the value of our awards.  

C O N T R I B U T I O N   T O   P U B L I C   B E N E F I T 
 
The Ruth Hayman Trust enables individuals with a first language other than 
English and inadequate financial means to study, gain skills and qualifications 
which ease their integration into UK life. In this way, they contribute to both 
the UK economy and society.  This is how our Trust advances equality of 
opportunity for people from diverse cultures and backgrounds and contributes 
to social cohesion.  

The Trustees confirm they have complied with the public duty to have due 
regard to the guidance from the Charity Commission regarding public benefit.  
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L O O K I N G   F O R W A R D 
by Mary Simpson, Chair 
 
I’m taking over as Chair at a time when the Trust is in a strong position to 
support our deserving applicants, but I am well aware of the many challenges 
we face. There is one key question we need to consider. 
 
As fees for all areas of education and training increase, we are getting more 
and more applications and being asked for more and more money. We just 
can’t give most applicants all the money they ask for, but we do want to award 
enough money that they have a realistic chance of finding the rest. Do we 
need to restrict our criteria for awarding grants so we give more to fewer 
applicants? The trustees will be looking at this question in 2017 with the aim of 
making sure that all the money raised for the Trust is used to the very best 
effect. We will also be updating our database systems with the help of two 
specialist volunteers. 
 
I am very lucky to have a very strong team of trustees and also to have great 
support from our patrons and from President Sheila Rosenberg under whose 
leadership the Trust has flourished for 33 years. Of course, we can only award 
grants to our beneficiaries if we have sufficient funds, and I’d like to say a big 
thank you to all those who have supported us so generously this year, 
whether through donations, sponsorship, fundraising or voluntary work. 
Without your help none of our life-changing grants would be possible. 

 

Student fundraisers from East London 

 


