
S U M M A R Y 
The Ruth Hayman Trust... 

 once again awarded more money to more people: £30,076 to 154 applicants  
compared to £20,494 to 132 in 2013-14. Ten applicants received book tokens and 59  
received dictionaries. We’re grateful for the £5,000 donated by the Charities Advisory Trust  
to fund textbook purchase and to Oxford University Press for donating and sending out  
dictionaries. 

     supported applicants from 39 countries. Again, the largest number were originally 
from Africa, mainly from Somalia and Sudan. For the first time, Syria was included in the top 
five countries. Refugees and asylum seekers were in the majority. And, much like last year, 
men slightly outnumbered women. 

     supported applicants on a wide range of courses across the United Kingdom.  
70% live outside London and the Home Counties. Roughly half of successful applicants were 
on ESOL courses from pre-Entry to IELTS, and we also supported applicants in vocational  
and academic courses as diverse as security training, interpreting, phlebotomy, dentistry  
and pharmacy. 

     thanks our generous supporters, and especially appreciates our regular donors 
and fundraisers. Our appeal launched in September 2014 had already raised an additional 
£8,500 by the end of the financial year. Our overall income reached £28,242 compared to  
last year’s £19,088. Fundraising activities included a splendid auction organized by NATECLA 

London, two sponsored walks , a half-marathon, a Spinathon, plus a number of successful 
events organised by ESOL students and their teachers. 

     is grateful to all those who cover administrative costs and/or give their services free,  
so that 97% of what we raised went directly to our applicants. 

 

Chanaz publicising student fundraising at South and City College, Birmingham, February 2015 



A P P L I C A N T S   W E   S U P P O R T E D 
During 2014-15, our 154 successful applicants came from 39 different countries reflecting  

the world’s troubled areas. Again, the majority came from Africa. The top five countries were  

Somalia, Sudan, Iran, Congo and for the first time, Syria, followed by Eritrea, Afghanistan, Iraq 

and Pakistan. Over 80% of of successful applicants were refugees or asylum seekers. Numbers  

of applicants with British Citizenship declined (8% compared to 11% in 2013-4), as did applicants 

from the European Union (4% compared to 8% in the previous year). 

 

Our Rose Grant special personal award is given to applicants with excellent academic references 

who also demonstrate a commitment to the community and the wider UK society and/or human 

rights. This year, it was given to a University of Ulster law student who was also a volunteer with 

an organisation for homeless persons. 

 

Successful applicants came from all the United Kingdom, 65% from England, 32% from Northern 

Ireland, three people from Wales and two from Scotland, probably reflecting the different levels 

of fees being charged for higher education and ESOL across the home nations. Most successful 

applicants were over 25 years old. 53% of grants went to men and 47% to women. 

 

T H E   A W A R D S   A N D   T H E   C O U R S E S 
Our top priority is unchanged: offering support for course, examination and registration fees,  

including membership of professional organisations. 

 

In addition to awards for fees, we awarded 10 grants to disabled applicants for travel and one  

for equipment. Thanks to the Charities Advisory Trust’s generous grant , we were also able to 

award £620 in book tokens for essential textbooks, as well 59 English dictionaries kindly donated 

by Oxford University Press. 

 

We received 573 applications (an increase on the 303 received in 2013-4). Although we were 

asked for four times more than we were able to award, in this past year, we gave more money  

to more people. 

 

66% of learners we supported were studying courses in further and adult education, while 17% 

were in higher education. Our policy continues: awarding more substantial grants for higher  

levels of study. This gives applicants a more realistic chance of finding the remainder of their ever

-increasing fees and completing their courses. We gave 15 awards to people studying medicine, 

pharmacy and dentistry as well as General Medical Council registration and membership of the 

Royal Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons. 

 

More than half of all grants were for English language courses from basic ESOL to IELTS, the  

pre-requisite English qualification to enter university or requalify in medicine. Grants also funded 

a broad range of subjects including creative needlecraft, security training, interpreting,  

phlebotomy and beauty therapy. 

 

F I N A N C E (see accounts appended)  

As a result of our fund-raising campaign we ended the year with balance of £23,103, which 

will put us in a stronger position to meet the increasing demands on our funds. Our costs were 

minimal (administrative costs to cover the PO Box, website and Data Commissioner as well as 

fundraising event costs) so that over 97% of the money we raised went directly to support  

applicants.  



This is thanks to contributions in work, money and in kind from our trustees and volunteer  
helpers. However the Trust recognizes that the amount of work involved in handling over 500 
applications and making 154 awards on the one hand, and raising the money on the other,  
requires very many hours of unpaid effort. As ever, we are grateful to Stewart Laitner for his 
oversight of the accounts. 
 

R A I S I N G  T H E   M O N E Y 
Faced with an increase in applications to the Trust, we launched a special fundraising  
appeal in September 2014, aiming to raise an additional £20,000. By 31st March 2015 this  
special appeal had raised about £8,500 and we are very grateful to everyone who responded.  
In 2014-15, our overall income was £28,242 compared to £19,088 in 2013-4, thanks to the  
generosity of organisations and individuals as well as some innovative fundraising activities. 
 
Donations 
We’re very grateful to our regular donors who contributed £3,368 this year. With  
payments ranging from £10-£300 annually, our regular donors provide an invaluable and secure 
source of income. We’re grateful that many of our donations attract Giftaid which, this year, 
raised a total of £2,141 compared to £1,814 in the previous year. 
 
There was a marked increase in the amount received from additional personal donations  
(£8,482 in 2014-5 compared to £1,194 in the previous year). We offer particular thanks to the 
Jean Lennon Memorial Trust for donations of £4,000, and to the MSN Fund for £1,000. We’re  
also very grateful to the Charities Advisory Trust who donated £5,000 for essential textbooks. 
And thanks to our patron, Joel Joffe, for his donation of £500 to help trustee training in fund-
raising. 
 
Fundraising events 
Thank you NATECLA London members for raising the magnificent sum of £1,627 through  
AuctionAid 2014. Particular thanks to NATECLA London Chair Laila El-Metoui for all her work  
in making the auction such a success and to Working Men’s College for hosting the event.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jade Amoli-Jackson at AuctionAid 

2014, where she read a poem  
from her collection,  

Moving a Country, and spoke 
movingly about her experiences as a 

refugee and how the Trust had 

helped her. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

We are very grateful to Elizabeth Knight and Jenny Wainman, two of our trustees, who raised 
£1,215 for the Trust through sponsored walks. Sincere thanks also to Kelly Jennings-Robinson, 
our great supporter, who raised £849 through sponsorship in the Paris Marathon plus a  
Spinathon at LA Fitness, her Oxford gym. And extra thanks to Kelly for helping with our  
newsletter mailings. 
 

Student fundraising 
We’re delighted that ESOL students and their teachers at City and Islington College, Calderdale 
College, Walsall Adult and Community College and South and City College Birmingham raised 
over £1,000 through events as disparate as a football match, an auction, sales of food and other 
goods to support our Trust. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    City and Islington College students organised a sale and raffle. 
 

NATECLA fundraising events 
Thanks to NATECLA members for raising a total of £1,515 at regional and national meetings, 
conferences and fundraising events. 
 

 
 

Give as you live 
www.giveasyoulive.com 
Thanks to everyone who used Give as you live to raise £164  
this year for the Trust. We would like to expand use of this  
excellent scheme that allows donors to raise small amounts  
for their chosen charity when shopping or browsing on-line  
at absolutely no cost to themselves. 

 

http://www.giveasyoulive.com/


City and Islington students 
who raised  funds for the 
Trust received certificates 
and then went on to trial 
our new website. Many 
thanks. 

W E B S I T E   A N D   P U B L I C I T Y 
This year’s main development allows applicants two options: applying on-line via our web-
site or posting a printed application. Given that applicants have varying levels of access to 
the internet, we’ll continue to run the dual system in the future. 
 

We have a new leaflet that promotes the Trust. And we’ve also produced two newsletters  
that achieved excellent response. In an effort to raise the Trust’s profile outside London, 
our Trustees and champions have attended a number of regional and national events in 
many regions, including in the North and the Midlands. 
 

M O N I T O R I N G   A N D   Q U A L I T Y   A S S U R A N C E 
We require applicants to show why they are unable to pay their fees or other costs 
themselves and to provide academic references showing the suitability of the course 
they’re planning to attend. With the notable exception of our Rose Grant award, Trust 
cheques are made out to the institution rather than the individual, or where applicants can 
provide evidence that they have paid their fees since submitting an application. Members of 
the Grants Committee spend considerable time checking application forms, ensuring that 
course details are correct and references genuine. 
 

We continue to investigate why some of our awards have not been used and find that only 
a very small number don’t use the money. When cheques are unused, the reasons are 
usually understandable, (e.g. the course was full, the applicant couldn’t find the balance of 
fees or had been moved away). We’re mindful to the fact that many of our applicants face 
a number of challenges in their lives and that a very small minority may be unable to use 
our awards. In 2014-5 only 10 awardees were unable to use their awards. 
 
 

T R U S T E E S 

Sue Colquhoun, Elizabeth Knight, James Lee, Lynette Murphy O’Dwyer, Shweta Otiv, 
Gomathi Panchapagesan, Sheila Rosenberg OBE, (Chair), Shabibi Shah, Mary Simpson,  
Margaret Siudek (treasurer), Judith Smith, Jenny Wainman, Frances Weinreich (hon. sec.), 
Susan Zagor. 
 

V O L U N T E E R S 
Nearly 100 students, teachers and friends helped us by organizing fundraising events,  
selflessly offering free professional support and helping at functions. We’re particularly 
grateful to our ambassadors in the regions: Barbara Jaquess in the North and Laura  
Plotnek and Jane Arstall in the Midlands, who have represented the Trust and raised  
money through sales of goods and raffles. 
 

P A T R O N S  

Sir Jeremy Isaacs, Lord Joffe, Tom Jupp OBE, Sue MacGregor CBE, 
The Hon. Adrianne Marks, Lord Bhikhu Parekh, Janet Suzman DBE. 
 

Thank you to all trustees and patrons who devote many unpaid hours to the Trust. 
 

I M P A C T   A S S E S S M E N T 
The impact of our awards can be evaluated through feedback received. All successful  
applicants must acknowledge receipt of awards. We also welcome an additional letter  
describing the difference it has made to their lives. When applicants re-apply for support  
for a further course, achievements on previous courses are checked to see whether they 
show progress. We are also pleased to receive letters from college tutors and student 
advisers praising the value of our awards. 



 

C O N T R I B U T I O N   T O   P U B L I C   B E N E F I T 
The Ruth Hayman Trust enables individuals with a first language other than English and 
inadequate financial means to study, to gain skills and qualifications which ease their integration 
into UK life. In this way, they contribute to both the UK economy and society. And this is  
how our Trust advances equality of opportunity for people from diverse cultures and  
backgrounds and contributes to social cohesion. 
 
The trustees confirm they have complied with the public duty to have due regard 
to the guidance from the Charity Commission regarding public benefit. 
 

 
 
I M P L I C A T I O N S  F O R  N E X T  Y E A R 
 
We ended the year with an increased income but also an increased number of  
applications. Having neither office nor paid staff, managing these applications has  
considerably increased the workload of trustees. And, at the time of writing, there is eve-
ry indication that the number of applications will continue to grow. 
 
There are two further causes for concern. 
 
The first is the abolition of ESOL Plus Mandation funding for those directed by  
Job Centres to improve their English and so their employment prospects. This, coupled 
with the general reduction in funding for ESOL provision for adults, will seriously reduce 
the availability of accredited ESOL courses for those coming to settle in the UK. We are 
already receiving an increasing number of applications for financial support for fees to 
attend voluntary ESOL classes. As a charity we are then faced with the task of ensuring 
value for money by assessing the quality and appropriateness of provision, which has no  
national standards or quality control. 
 
The other cause for concern is the international refugee crisis. Though the numbers 
coming to the UK cannot be predicted, they will arrive as asylum seekers with no access 
to free ESOL provision in England, and the Trust has always supported these learners. 
 
Therefore, the implications for our next year are twofold. First, we need to raise  
even more money. And, second, we need to review our systems and consider ways of 
managing the increased workload. But we take heart from the knowledge that we have  
enormous support in so many ways. We’re extremely grateful to all those who are so 
generous and so imaginative in raising money for the Trust. 
 
Finally, to all our supporters, thank you, not just from us, but also from all those you 
have helped with their education and training to make a new life in the UK. 
 
We will be relying on you again. 
 
Sheila Rosenberg 
(Chair) 



T H E   R U T H   H A Y M A N   T R U S T   A C C O U N T S   2 0 1 4-1 5 
 
Income       1 April 2014-31 March 2015    2013-14 
 

Regular donations since April 1             3368         3624 
Additional personal donations             8482         1194 
Donations from other organisations 
(including CAT for books)              6010          2000 
Trustee’s birthday celebrations                  458 
Staff/student fundraising              1133           579 
Personal fundraising events e.g. walk/cycle ride          2064           667 
Donations & sales at London auction/Janet Suzman event         1627          3527 
Sponsorship by Wordbright Ltd                  400 
Total donations*            22684        12450 
 
Sales at NATECLA & Learning Unlimited events          1515         1328 
Fundraising via Give as you Live               164           200 
Fundraising via Just Text-Giving                              45 
HMRC refund 2012-13               2141         1814 
Total income into bank a/c          26504      15836 
Interest on reserves                   86           178 
Grant refund                  450          
Reallocation of funds awarded 2013-14, now invalid           1202         3074 
Total income              28242      19088 
 
Outgoings 
Awards paid 2014-15 to date             20332        19032 
Awards made, but not yet paid this year & still valid           5606          1462 
Awards made from centenary fund              3518            
Book tokens awarded                  620            
Total awards 2014-15            30076       20494 
PO Box, data protection, website & other costs             885          1117 
Total outgoings             30961       21611 
 
Difference income vs. expenditure           -2719        -2523 
 

Accounts 
Current bank account                6000          7396 
Reserves                18329        16488 
Hypothecated reserves for book awards             4380 
RH Centenary Fund **                     0          3400 
Total                28709       27284 
 
Awards made, but not yet paid this year & still valid           5606         1462 
Assets at 31 March 2015            23103      25822 
 
 
 
Assets as at 31.3.14             25822 
Profit/loss 2014-15             -2719 
Balance               23103 
 

* Also 59 dictionaries awarded by the trust and donated and mailed by Oxford University Press to a value of 
approx. £610 

** Centenary Fund: all of £10,425 now paid to applicants at level 3 and above 


